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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 2006 22.6 6.2 40 56.5 100
2 353 28 9.3 50 56 17.6
3 130 27.6 9.6 50 55.3 6.5
4 646 27 9 50 54.1 32.2
5 876 28.4 8.4 50 56.8 43.6
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

The first reason is offered.







Sticky Note

Two reasons with some explanation for both. Not contextualised or detailed enough for band 4.







Sticky Note

Good understanding of the brief but lack of understanding of ethics shown by using the real place name.



Sticky Note

Quite good justification.



Sticky Note

Technical term not used well.



Sticky Note

Appropriate qualitative method.







Sticky Note

There is some confusion here. 



Sticky Note

Justification is not contextalised.



Sticky Note

A problem and some impact identified.



Sticky Note

Not very practical. 



Sticky Note

Confusion again; unstructured interviews should not employ lists of questions.







Sticky Note

Might be a good place to access people but not somewhere to conduct an unstructured interview.



Sticky Note

People visiting a theme park are unlikely to want to take part, would there be a cross section of ages?







Sticky Note

This design is just better than basic in terms of AO1 and basic in terms of AO2.
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Understanding World Sociology 
 
EITHER: 
 
Q.2 (a) There is evidence of class inequality in the developing and developed 


world.  Provide examples of this from one area of life in the developed 
world and from one area of life in the developing world, using 
appropriate evidence in each case to support your examples. [20] 


 
  Answers might refer to work and pay for example; Elliot and Harvey, Pakko 


and Pollard or evidence of exploitation of poor groups.  In the UK, evidence 
might be drawn from education and patterns of attainment with reference to 
DfES statistics, health inequalities or any relevant area supported with 
evidence. 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (12) 


7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range 
of evidence. Much of this material will 
have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is 
very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 


10 - 12 
Candidates will relate answers directly to 
the question under consideration and this 
link will be explicit. 
There will be detailed analysis of the 
evidence identified. 
Analysis will be explicit throughout the 
answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular 
and explicit use of correct analytical 
language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
 


5 - 6 
There will be some knowledge of evidence 
demonstrated. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language. This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, 
for the most part good though there may 
be some errors of spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. 


6 - 9 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the 
link is likely to be implicit. 
Some analysis of the evidence identified 
will be present. 
Analysis may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
 


3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to evidence but any identified 
will lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use basic 
sociological terms correctly for the most 
part but there may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will 
be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 


4 - 5 
There will be basic reference to evidence. 
Analysis of the evidence identified will be 
basic and likely to be implicit. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion. 
 


1 - 2 
Answers are likely to be limited and 
anecdotal with few if any references to 
evidence. 
There will be very limited accurate 
knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will 
be poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


1 - 3 
There will be limited if any analysis 
present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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 (b) Discuss the view that modernisation can solve the problems faced by 
countries in the developing world. [30] 


 
  Indicative content 


 Neo-colonialism and transnational exploitation such as Shell in Nigeria, 
Bhopal and TNC's, Elliott and Harvey and the plantation and economy in 
Jamaica. 


 Expect to see Marxist ideas for example, dependency theory and the role 
of aid and debt.  Frank and the origins of dependency; colonialism.  
Frank's ideas about exploitation through neo-colonialism.  Economies of 
developing countries are dependent on developed nations through over 
concentration on primary products, tariffs and quotas and inequalities 
resulting from inflation in Western economies.  Trans-national companies 
forging links with local landed elites. 


 The concept of debt causing harm and the reliance on foreign investment 
and discussion of the consequences such as sweat shops and destruction 
of the natural world. 


 Expect to see an evaluation of alternative theories and ideas such as 
Rostow and the role of modernisation in development, the benefits of aid 
such as the creation of infrastructures.  The notion of World systems 
theory as opposed to dependency used to criticise Marxist ideas about 
global inequalities. 


 Sociological research and examples referred to should be used to support 
lines of discussion and to consider the usefulness of Marxist explanations 
of global inequalities. 
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AO1 (13) AO2 (17) 


11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. Much of this 
material will have explicit sociological 
content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 


13 - 17 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will 
be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 


8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language. This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


8 - 12 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is 
likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout the 
answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate some 
logical argument and discussion. 


4 - 7  
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to either writers, concepts, 
research evidence and/or theory.  
The writers, theories of evidence will be 
described accurately but will lack depth and 
breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological 
terms correctly for the most part but there 
may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 


5 - 7 
There will be basic knowledge used and there 
will be an implicit focus on the question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or evaluation 
and only limited reference to any writers or 
theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be implicit 
or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 
 


1 - 3 
Answers are likely to be anecdotal with few if 
any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be very limited accurate 
knowledge or understanding. 
There will be very limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


1 - 4 
There will be very limited analysis or 
evaluation present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 












Sticky Note

Implicit area: politics. It is always wise to clearly identify the area.







Sticky Note

There is no mention of where these statistics come from however. 



Sticky Note

Use of examples.







Sticky Note

Very generalised point.



Sticky Note

Second area.







Sticky Note

Another example.



Sticky Note

No evidence and no specific area. Examples of inequality rather than specific references to evidence of it.



Sticky Note

Two areas are examined and the answer just gets into band 3 for AO1 but the answer lacks actual evidence. Some understanding of inequality is evident and the answer goes to the middle of band 3 for AO2. It is better than basic but lacking in detail.







Sticky Note

Accurate understanding.



Sticky Note

Some accurate knowledge but also some confusion.











Sticky Note

An alternative view of trans national corporations........juxtaposed







Sticky Note

Descriptive.



Sticky Note

The essay demonstrates some knowledge but the tone is descriptive with evaluation being juxtaposed. It goes into band 3 for AO1 and towards the bottom of band 3 for AO2.
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Sticky Note

Example but could have referred to Mac Pherson.







Sticky Note

There were two areas but examples rather than evidence in each with some explanation of the examples offered.



Sticky Note

Inaccurate.







Sticky Note

Largely anecdotal.
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Sticky Note

The candidate clearly identifies a reason and uses technical language.



Sticky Note

The candidate explains the reason given.



Sticky Note

The explanation is detailed.



Sticky Note

A second reason is offered.



Sticky Note

The reason is explained but  is more generic and less contextualised.



Sticky Note

To achieve full marks there should be more focus on the context rather than on the generic strengths of the method.







Sticky Note

Straight away the candidate reveals a lack of understanding of ethical issues by revealing the real name of the area.



Sticky Note

The candidate has understood that the sample needs to represent a cross section of the population.



Sticky Note

An appropriate qualitative method.



Sticky Note

Good focus on context.



Sticky Note

Good explanation of the choice with good use of technical language.







Sticky Note

The candidate identifies a problem and the impact that this may have on the data collected.



Sticky Note

A sampling technique with a justification is offered.



Sticky Note

Some confusion about the real value of the technique but an attempt to remain contextualised.







Sticky Note

This shows a better understanding of some of the problems with this sampling technique.



Sticky Note

A more rehearsed feel to the design at this point.



Sticky Note

The candidate however explains and justifies why the use of a pilot study in this case might be useful and so demonstrates sound understanding.



Sticky Note

Sound awareness of practical issues.







Sticky Note

The candidate shows a general understanding of ethical issues but fails to take the opportunity to acknowledge the particular ethical concerns with this research task; sensitive nature of the investigation for example.



Sticky Note

In spite of minor shortcomings,  the research design matches the descriptors for band 4 in both skill domains. 












Understanding World Sociology


2. (a) There is evidence of class inequality in the developing and developed world. Provide
examples of this from one area of life in the developed world and from one area of life in 
the developing world, using appropriate evidence in each case to support your examples.


[20]


(b) Discuss the view that modernisation can solve the problems faced by countries in the 
developing world. [30]












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


2 








© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


58 


Understanding Social Inequality 
 
EITHER: 
 
Q.4 (a) There is evidence of ethnic inequality in the contemporary UK.  Provide 


examples of this from two areas of life in the contemporary UK referring 
to appropriate evidence in each case to support your examples. [20] 


 
  Answers should identify two area such as: 


 Education; patterns of attainment with reference to DfES statistics, 
classroom based studies such as Connolly, Mirza 


 Health; statistics relating to morbidity of mortality 


 Crime and deviance; statistics from ONS or any other source on prison 
populations, stop and search 


 In each case research evidence or statistics need to be cited. 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (12) 


7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range 
of evidence. Much of this material will have 
explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is 
very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 


10 - 12 
Candidates will relate answers directly to 
the question under consideration and this 
link will be explicit. 
There will be detailed analysis of the 
evidence identified. 
Analysis will be explicit throughout the 
answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular 
and explicit use of correct analytical 
language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
 


5 - 6 
There will be some knowledge of evidence 
demonstrated. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language. This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


6 - 9 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the 
link is likely to be implicit. 
Some analysis of the evidence identified 
will be present. 
Analysis may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
 


3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to evidence but any identified 
will lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use basic 
sociological terms correctly for the most 
part but there may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will 
be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 


4 - 5 
There will be basic reference to evidence. 
Analysis of the evidence identified will be 
basic and likely to be implicit. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion. 
 


1 - 2 
Answers are likely to be limited and 
anecdotal with few if any references to 
evidence. 
There will be very limited accurate 
knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will 
be poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


1 - 3 
There will be limited if any analysis 
present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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(b)  Discuss the view that an individual's class, status and party can explain 
inequality. [30] 


 
 Expect to see a discussion of Weberian ideas such as: 


 Class, the notion that there are a number of classes 


 Status; the notion that class and status are closely linked and that this has 
an impact on inequality such as high wealth but low status lottery winners 
or high status less wealth, status groups cutting across class divisions 


 Party involvement in groups that can have an influence such as trade 
unions, pressure and interest groups and how these can be used to 
explain dimensions of inequality such as class, gender and ethnicity. 


 
  Alternative explanations theories should also be considered: 


 Functionalist; the inevitability of inequality, Davies and Moore and role 
allocation, the notion of meritocracy linked to evaluation of Weberian 
ideas 


 Marxist; the two class model, conflict, bourgeoisie, proletariat, 
infrastructure, superstructure and evidence such as cultural capital an 
studies by Sullivan and Reay used to evaluate Weberian ideas 


 Feminist; the impact of patriarchy on inequality.  Reference to writers and 
studies used to evaluate the usefulness of Weberian ideas such as Barron 
and Norris, Walby 


 Patterns of inequality linked to gender such as work and pay used to 
evaluate the usefulness of Weberian ideas. 
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AO1 (13) AO2 (17) 


11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. Much of this 
material will have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge and 
understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 


13 - 17 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will 
be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 


8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological language. 
This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some 
errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


8 - 12 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is 
likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout the 
answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate some 
logical argument and discussion. 


4 -7  
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to either writers, concepts, 
research evidence and/or theory. 
The writers, theories of evidence will be 
described accurately but will lack depth and 
breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological 
terms correctly for the most part but there may 
be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 


5 - 7 
There will be basic knowledge used and there 
will be an implicit focus on the question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or evaluation 
and only limited reference to any writers or 
theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be implicit 
or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 
 


1 - 3 
Answers are likely to be anecdotal with few if 
any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be very limited accurate knowledge 
or understanding. 
There will be very limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


1 - 4 
There will be very limited analysis or 
evaluation present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 


 





































Sticky Note

The candidate accurately identifies the ideas.



Sticky Note

Some accurate knowledge but also some confusion.



Sticky Note

The confusion is repeated here. The candidate is confused about the meaning of polarisation.







Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates some knowledge but less understanding.



Sticky Note

The essay lacks an evaluative tone.



Sticky Note

Quite a good understanding of a difficult concept here.







Sticky Note

Confusion here with the focus on political parties rather than the membership of influential groups in general.



Sticky Note

Here there is an attempt at evaluation that is more explicit.







Sticky Note

This essay matches descriptors for band 3 in both skill domains; some knowledge, some evaluation but not always an explicit, juxtaposition of ideas.



Sticky Note

The first area is identified but examples rather than evidence are offered.



Sticky Note

Which victim studies?







Sticky Note

Evidence used appropriately but undeveloped.



Sticky Note

The second area is identified.







Sticky Note

The answer offers examples rather than evidence.



Sticky Note

The reference to Becker was good but undeveloped and not necessarily the best to illustrate ethnic inequalities in education.



Sticky Note

Fuller's work could have been used more appropriately but it is accurate.



Sticky Note

This answer matches the descriptors for band 3 AO1 but did not contain enough evidence to match the descriptors for band 4. The understanding was better and the answer did just enough to match the descriptors for band 4 AO2.
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5. (a) There is evidence of inequality in the contemporary UK. Provide examples of this from
two areas of life in the contemporary UK referring to appropriate evidence in each case 
to support your examples. [20]


(b) Discuss the view that the basis of inequality is patriarchy. [30]
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OR: 
 
Q.5 (a) There is evidence of inequality in the contemporary UK.  Provide 


examples of this from two areas of life in the contemporary UK referring 
to appropriate evidence in each case to support your examples. [20] 


 
  Answers can examine either one inequality such as class or two such as 


class and gender.  Either way, two areas must be examined.   
 
  Answers should identify two areas such as: 


 Education 


 Crime and deviance 


 Health inequalities 


 In each case research evidence or statistics need to be cited. 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (12) 


7 - 8 
 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range 
of evidence. Much of this material will have 
explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is 
very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 


10 - 12 
Candidates will relate answers directly to 
the question under consideration and this 
link will be explicit. 
There will be detailed analysis of the 
evidence identified. 
Analysis will be explicit throughout the 
answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular 
and explicit use of correct analytical 
language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
 


5 - 6 
There will be some knowledge of evidence 
demonstrated. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language. This will be applied correctly. 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


6 - 9 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the 
link is likely to be implicit. 
Some analysis of the evidence identified 
will be present. 
Analysis may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
 


3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to evidence but any identified 
will lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use basic 
sociological terms correctly for the most 
part but there may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will 
be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 


4 - 5 
There will be basic reference to evidence. 
Analysis of the evidence identified will be 
basic and likely to be implicit. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion. 
 


1 - 2 
Answers are likely to be limited and 
anecdotal with few if any references to 
evidence. 
There will be very limited accurate 
knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will 
be poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


1 - 3 
There will be limited if any analysis 
present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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 (b) Discuss the view that the basis of inequality is patriarchy.  [30] 
 


 Answers should include a discussion of feminist theories such as: 


 Radical patriarchy with evidence and examples used to evaluate, Coote 
and Campbell, Abbott and Wallace and critics such as Morgan, 
Rowbotham 


 Liberal, with evidence and examples used to evaluate, gender inequalities 
can be solved with better socialisation and legislation, consideration of 
this view in light of legislation such as Sex Discrimination Act, Equal Pay 
Acts and recent statistics from ONS on work and pay, the impact of 
changes to reading schemes and the changing expectations of women 


 Marxist, with evidence and examples used to evaluate Dual systems, 
theory, Skeggs, Reserve army of labour, Freedman, Delamont 


 Walby, triple systems theory with evidence and examples used to 
evaluate. 


 
  Patterns of gender inequality linked to explanations for the patterns and the 


usefulness of feminist ideas 
 
  Alternative explanations/theories of gender inequality and other types of 


inequality should also be considered such as: 


 Functionalist explanations of inequalities in work used to evaluate feminist 
claims about patriarchy such as human capital criticised by Olsen and 
Walby whose work could be used to defend the notion of patriarchy 


 Marxist; the notion that class is the only real explanation for inequality. 


 Concepts such as "genderquake" and the changing nature of the role of 
women used to consider the relevance of patriarchy in contemporary 
society and as evaluative tools to address the terms of the question. 


 
  The answer should address the usefulness of feminist ideas in explaining all 


types of inequality such as ethnic inequality and class inequality. 
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AO1 (13) AO2 (17) 


11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. Much of this 
material will have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 


13 - 17 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will be 
explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 


8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological language. 
This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


8 - 12 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely 
to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout the 
answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate some 
logical argument and discussion. 


4 - 7  
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to either writers, concepts, 
research evidence and/or theory.  
The writers, theories of evidence will be 
described accurately but will lack depth and 
breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological 
terms correctly for the most part but there 
may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 


5 - 7 
There will be basic knowledge used and there 
will be an implicit focus on the question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or evaluation 
and only limited reference to any writers or 
theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be implicit 
or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 
 


1 - 3 
Answers are likely to be anecdotal with few if 
any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be very limited accurate knowledge 
or understanding. 
There will be very limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


1 - 4 
There will be very limited analysis or evaluation 
present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the terms 
of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Compulsory


1. Look at the item below and answer the following questions.


 Mobile phones


 In a short space of time the mobile phone has changed how we communicate and how we 
create and maintain friendships. The research, which was conducted by Helen Haste, used 
a random sample of young people from 200 schools and colleges across the country. A 
self-complete questionnaire with closed questions was the main research method. The 
research aimed to discover how young people use their phones, to what extent phones reflect 
identity and the impact of gender and age. The data collected revealed that the mobile phone 
has become essential to the lives of young people. It has changed the nature of relationships 
and allowed young people more freedom and independence from parents who feel reassured 
that their children can contact them at any time.


 Haste, H. (2006) Joined up Texting: The Role of Mobile Phones in Young People’s Lives.
 Nestle Social Research Programme, Report No. 3.
 Adapted from Sociology since 2000 Blundell & Griffiths


 (a) Identify and explain two reasons why the researcher decided to use self-complete 
questionnaires in her research. [10]


 (b) As an A Level Sociology student you have been asked to design a research project to 
collect qualitative data on the use of social networking sites amongst a representative 
sample of people living in your area.


 •	 Outline the stages of your research design, explaining the reasons for your choices 
at each stage.


 •	 Identify some of the problems that may occur and their impact on the quality of the 
data collected. [30]
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Sticky Note

First area identified.



Sticky Note

Appropriate statistics but no citation and as such they are examples.



Sticky Note

Good example.







Sticky Note

Good evidence appropriately used.



Sticky Note

Although the answer demonstrates an understanding of inequality, it lacks evidence and matches the descriptors for band 3 in both skill domains.







Sticky Note

Good understanding.



Sticky Note

Accurate knowledge and description of the theory.







Sticky Note

Evaluative comment but more juxtaposed than argued.







Sticky Note

An excellent evaluative paragraph.



Sticky Note

Good commentary.







Sticky Note

Focused and evaluative tone.



Sticky Note

Detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding.







Sticky Note

This section is more descriptive of the criticisms but there is a clear attempt to remain focused on the debate.



Sticky Note

A detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding of the theory and of opposing theories took this answer well into band 4 for AO1. AO2 also corresponded to band 4 being for the most part sophisticated and focused.
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4. (a) There is evidence of ethnic inequality in the contemporary UK. Provide examples of this
from two areas of life in the contemporary UK referring to appropriate evidence in each 
case to support your examples. [20]


(b) Discuss the view that an individual’s class, status and party can explain inequality. [30]
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Q.1  (Compulsory) 
 
 (a) Identify and explain two reasons why the researcher decided to use self-


complete questionnaires in her research. [10] 
 
  Answers may include: 


 Reliability - they can replicate and make comparisons 


 The nature of the research - privacy should enhance validity 


 Information not influenced (bias) 
 
 Candidates should make their choices, justify their research design and 


identify potential problems in the light of: 


 Ethics 


 Validity 


 Reliability 


 Practical considerations 


 Generalisability  


 Representativeness 


 Operationalisation 
 
 


Marks AO1 


8-10 


Two methodologically sound reasons will be identified, with 
detailed reasons clearly explained.  At least one reason should 
be clearly contextualised.  Reference should be made to key 
terms. 


5-7 Two reasons will be identified, with some explanations offered. 


3-4 
There will be basic understanding of the reasons why the 
method was chosen, with two reasons offered. 


1-2 
There will be limited understanding of the reasons, there will be 
limited understanding. 


0 No relevant points will be made.  
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 (b) As an A Level Sociology student you have been asked to design a 
research project to collect qualitative data on the use of social 
networking sites amongst a representative sample of people living in 
your area. [30] 


 


 Outline the stages of your research design explaining the reasons for your 
choices at each stage. 


 


 Identify some of the problems that may occur and their impact on the 
quality of the data collected. 


 
  Candidates should make their choices, justify their research design and 


identify potential problems in the light of: 


 Ethics 


 Validity 


 Reliability 


 Practical considerations 


 Generalisability 


 Representativeness 


 Operationalisation 
 


  












Sticky Note

First area and evidence cited.



Sticky Note

Good use of evidence.



Sticky Note

Another good use of evidence here. 







Sticky Note

Education is examined as an area of inequality in the developing world.



Sticky Note

The source of the evidence is cited.







Sticky Note

An answer that does everything required.



Sticky Note

Accurate knowledge and understanding of the theory.







Sticky Note

Good illustration.



Sticky Note

Clear evaluation of the theory using not merely describing alternative views.







Sticky Note

Detailed and accurate knowledge.



Sticky Note

Counter criticism provides an evaluative tone to the essay.







Sticky Note

Accurate use of key terminology showing detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding.



Sticky Note

An excellent evaluative point.







Sticky Note

Excellent evaluation.



Sticky Note

Detailed knowledge used in the context of the debate.







Sticky Note

An excellent essay which matched descriptors for band 4 in both skill domains. A more specific focus on the terms of the question would have taken it to the top of both bands.
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Sticky Note

First reason with a brief explanation.



Sticky Note

The candidate offers two reasons and it would have been better to have developed one of them. Nevertheless there is an attempt to contextualise. The answer goes to the top of band 3.



Sticky Note

Once again the candidate provides the real name of their area demonstrating a lack of understanding of ethical considerations.







Sticky Note

Appropriate method with accurate use of technical language as part of the justification.



Sticky Note

There was a perfect opportunity here to contextualise. For example; and this is particulalry important in this research because......



Sticky Note

Good identification of problem and impact.



Sticky Note

Detailed explanation.







Sticky Note

Ethics very brief and there were some clear ethical issues related to the specifics of the brief that should have been explored.



Sticky Note

Though some knowledge of sampling is evident the actual technique to be used is very vague.







Sticky Note

No mention has been made of the proposed size of the sample.
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3. (a) There is evidence of inequality in the developing and developed world. Provide examples
of this from one area of life in the developed world and from one area of life in the 
developing world, using appropriate evidence in each case to support your examples.


[20]


(b) Discuss the view that trans-national corporations create global inequality. [30]
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OR: 
 
Q.3 (a) There is evidence of inequality in the developing and developed world. 
  Provide examples of this from one area of life in the developed world 


and from one area of life in the developing world, using appropriate 
evidence in each case to support your examples. [20] 


 


 Gender, class or ethnic inequalities in education, crime and deviance, 
health or work and pay in the UK. 


 In the Developing World evidence reflecting inequalities may come from: 
Work and pay, educational health. 


 In each case actual research evidence or statistics are required. 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (12) 


7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range of 
evidence. Much of this material will have 
explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge and 
understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 


10 - 12 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will 
be explicit. 
There will be detailed analysis of the evidence 
identified. 
Analysis will be explicit throughout the 
answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of correct analytical language 
showing knowledge and understanding of its 
meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under consideration. 
 


5 - 6 
There will be some knowledge of evidence 
demonstrated. 
Answers will use some sociological language. 
This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some 
errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


6 - 9 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is 
likely to be implicit. 
Some analysis of the evidence identified will be 
present. 
Analysis may not be present throughout the 
answer. 
 


3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to evidence but any identified will 
lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use basic 
sociological terms correctly for the most part 
but there may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 


4 - 5 
There will be basic reference to evidence. 
Analysis of the evidence identified will be basic 
and likely to be implicit. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion. 
 


1 - 2 
Answers are likely to be limited and anecdotal 
with few if any references to evidence. 
There will be very limited accurate knowledge 
or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


1 - 3 
There will be limited if any analysis present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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 (b) Discuss the view that trans-national corporations create global 


inequality. [30] 
 
  Answer may include: 


 Expect to see Marxist ideas for example, dependency theory and the role 
of aid and debt.  Frank and the origins of dependency; colonialism.  
Frank's ideas about the exploitation through neo-colonialism.  Economies 
of developing countries are dependent on developed nations through over 
concentration of primary products, tariffs and quotas and inequalities 
resulting from inflation in Western economies.  Trans-national companies 
forging links with local landed elites, the focus should be on the impact of 
trans-national corporations. 


 Neo-colonialism and trans-national exploitation such as Shell in Nigeria, 
Bhopal and other TNC's Elliott and Harvey and the plantation economy in 
Jamaica.  


 Expect to see an evaluation of alternative theories and ideas such as 
Rostow and the role of modernisation in development, the benefits of aid 
such as the creation of infrastructures (Goldthorpe), criticisms of the 
generic claims about the damage of aid and debt such as those made by 
Gereffi or Evans.  The notion of World systems theory as opposed to 
dependency used to criticise Marxist ideas about global inequalities. 


 Social research and examples referred to should be used to support lines 
of discussion and to consider the usefulness of Marxist explanations of 
global inequalities. 
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AO1 (13) AO2 (17) 


11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. Much of this 
material will have explicit sociological 
content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 


13 - 17 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will 
be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under consideration 
The candidate may challenge the terms of 
the question. 


8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language. This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


8 - 12 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is 
likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate some 
logical argument and discussion. 


4 - 7  
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to either writers, concepts, 
research evidence and/or theory.  
The writers, theories of evidence will be 
described accurately but will lack depth and 
breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological 
terms correctly for the most part but there 
may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 


5 - 7 
There will be basic knowledge used and 
there will be an implicit focus on the question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or evaluation 
and only limited reference to any writers or 
theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be 
implicit or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 
 


1 - 3 
Answers are likely to be anecdotal with few if 
any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be very limited accurate 
knowledge or understanding. 
There will be very limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


1 - 4 
There will be very limited analysis or 
evaluation present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Sticky Note

The area is clearly identified. The source of the first piece of evidence is cited.



Sticky Note

There is no requirement for evaluation and the candidate slightly loses the focus on evidence of inequality here.



Sticky Note

Citing the same source with different evidence is acceptable.







Sticky Note

A link to empirical research evidence. The connection between educational choices and employment patterns could have been made.



Sticky Note

A second area is clearly identified with reference to relevant research and good use of technical language.



Sticky Note

The victim surveys are not cited but the examples are relevant to gender inequality.



Sticky Note

The evaluative point is not required. Some answers to these questions will make reference to more evidence but success depends on the candidate matching the mark band descriptors. This candidate fell short of full marks because the answer was not detailed enough for full marks in AO2.







Sticky Note

The candidate begins to consider feminist ideas. It is important in questions such as these to avoid a descriptive account for each theory.



Sticky Note

The candidate evaluates the usefulness.



Sticky Note

The candidate then considers a different feminist perspective and supports what they say with reference to key writers. There is an evaluative rather than a descriptive tone.







Sticky Note

This is a good example of a commentary on the ideas which is also clearly focused on the terms of the debate.







Sticky Note

The focus is maintained.



Sticky Note

This essay does just enough to match the descriptors for band 4 in both skill domains. It lacks the detail required to go to the top of the band as some ideas are not developed. 











